


The 2026 17™ Festival begins Friday, Oct. 2nd at 6:30 PM hosted by the
Journey Museum with two great Adventure Films concluding with the
South Dakota Premiere of CATCHING PINECONES the adventure life
of Jan and Herb Conn. Jan (1920-2023) and Herb (1920-2012) were pi-
oneering American rock climbers and cavers establishing over 200 first
ascents in the Black Hills Needles of South Dakota. Jan made history in
1952 by completing the first all-female ascent of Devils Tower with Jane
Showacre. A Discussion follows.

Saturday Oct. 3, from 10AM to 12:00PM features 2 FREE discussion
panels moderated by KOTA News anchor Alicia Garcia. Saturday and
Sunday films begin at 1PM. See all the film trailers on our web-
site. THANK YOU to our Contributing Partners, Sponsors and Donors. We
are grateful to our filmmakers and audience for your vital contributions
and support.

Support provided by:
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LN Live woRk crow "Promoting the Value of Art in Custer" 1380 AM/100-7 FM
The City of Rapid City Art Investment Fund through the Rapid City Arts Council ~ Allicia Carcia

AWARD WINNERS AND SPONSORS
BEST FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
THE SNAKE AND THE WHALE; Mike & Lesta Turchen
BEST SHORT DOCUMENTARY
HEALING RIBBONS, ONE STITCH AT A TIME
BEST SHORT FILM
COURAGE; Bonnie & Dave Guerre
“RISING STAR” STUDENT
UNLOCKING THE WISDOM OF AN ANCIENT CANOE LAAPERT
REEL SD FILM: CATCHING PINECONES; Lampert Properties PROPERTIES
PEOPLE'S CHOICE: Vote at Festival; Custer Area Arts Council @ﬂ

Eileen Hamm, Miguel Apaza, Kadem Fisher(Sky’s the Limit),
Molli Cameron, lverson Productions, Chris VanNess.

TICKETS AND PASSES

VIP (All Access) Passes are on sale at: https://www.blackhillsfilmfestival.
org/shop

Individual session tickets are on sale at the Journey Museum in person
or online at: https://www.journeymuseum.org/upcoming-events/black-
hills-film-festival-1

VIP PASS $100 (+tax & fees) SESSION TICKETS  $20 (+tax & fees)
STUDENT* $80 (+tax & fees) ~ STUDENT* $15 (+tax & fees)
Active Duty Military $90 (+tax & fees)  Active Duty Military $15 (+tax & fees)
*Student is defined as under 19 or with College ID

RAPID CITY

DoubleTree Hotel

JOURNEY MUSEUM

222 New York St., Rapid City, SD 57701
144-seat Theater with High Definition
projection system & premium sound.

DOUBLE TREE BY HILTON RAPID Té) visit our ;
CITY DOWNTOWN CONVENTION website scan :
CENTER QR code _-. T

505 N. 5th Street, Rapid City, SD 57701
SEE WEBSITE FOR ALL THE LATEST INFORMATION

www.blackhillsfilmfestival.org Phone: 605-574-9454.
Stay in touch, follow us on:
facebook.com/BlackHillsFilmFestival, instagram.com/blackhillsfilmfest,
https://www.youtube.com/@blackhillsfilmfest
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https://www.journeymuseum.org/upcoming-events/black-hills-film-festival-1
https://www.journeymuseum.org/upcoming-events/black-hills-film-festival-1
https://www.blackhillsfilmfestival.org
https://facebook.com/BlackHillsFilmFestival,
https://instagram.com/blackhillsfilmfest
https://www.youtube.com/@blackhillsfilmfest

OFFICIAL SELECTIONS

jia_3 MINUTOS

Saturday, Oct. 3, Theater — 6:30 PM session
BURBANK, CA, US. Short Narrative, 5 min.
Director/Writer: Douglas Ryan (_ MIDWEST PREMIERE
Under the time pressure of a potentially life changing
test, a young couple unexpectedly takes a quick but

meaningful look at their past, present and potential fu-
ture. Spanish w/English Subtitles

- AITA

Sunday, Oct. 4, Theater — 1:00 PM session
Pamplona, Spain, Short Narrative 20 min.
Director/Writer: Ibon Landa ( MIDWEST PREMIERE
Benfat, a harrijasotzaile (traditional Basque stone lifter)
and ex-convict, is still reeling from the recent death of
his wife while trying to raise his daughter Malen alone.
Then Sara, the girl’s grandmother, files for full custody.
Caught between grief, guilt, and a desperate need for redemption, Befat

faces a past full of secrets, half-truths, and hidden crimes. Spanish w/
English Subtitles

(s CATCHING PINECONES
Friday, Oct. 2, Theater — 6:30 PM session
Roanoke, VA, Filmed mostly in SD, US, Feature Doc.

1 hour 13 min. ( South Dakota PREMIERE
Director/Producer: Chad Heddleston
FAMILY FRIENDLY

REEL SOUTH DAKOTA FILM

Jan and Herb Conn were the original American dirtbag

couple, pioneering rock climbers and cave explorers who rejected a con-
ventional lifestyle in pursuit of adventure and fun. The Conns’ story re-
veals a legacy of renowned discoveries and their philosophies for a re-
warding, well-lived life.

(i CHASING TABLES

Saturday, Oct. 3, Theater — 3:15 PM session
Sioux Falls, SD, US, Feature Doc. 44 min.
Director: Justin Bergh

After training under two James Beard award-winning-
chefs in some of the most acclaimed and important
restaurants in the Pacific Northwest, Jordan Taylor, a
Sioux Falls native, returned to his home state and
opened a string of successful restaurants. His rise in
the Sioux Falls culinary scene appears to be an unmitigated success.

OFFICIAL SELECTIONS

i COURAGE

Sunday, Oct. 4, Theater — 3:15 PM session

Alhambra, CA, US, Short Narrative 15 min.

Director/Writer/Producer: Eric Michael Hernandez

FAMILY FRIENDLY (South Dakota PREMIERE.
BEST SHORT FILM

A young Native American boy discovers strength and
identity through the sacred art of Hoop Dance in this
powerful story of cultural resilience and self-acceptance.

(s _DREAM.TOUCH BELIEVE
Saturday, Oct. 3, Theatre — 1:00 PM session
Thousand Oaks, CA, US, Feature Doc. 1 hr. 25 min.

Director/Writer/Producer: Jenna Naranjo Winters
FAMILY FRIENDLY ( MIDWEST PREMIERE

A grenade blast robbed young Vietham War soldier
Michael Naranjo of his eyesight. But he didn’t lose
sight of his integrity and ambition. He fought past crit-
ics and social stereotypes to harness the life of his
dreams. This timeless, award winning biographical documentary is about
a man who succeeded in doing what he was told he could not. Without
his eyes and the use of just one hand, the Indigenous artist creates sculp-
tures coveted by collectors worldwide. The shadow-like bronzes trea-
sured for their haunting beauty are displayed prominently in homes, mu-
seums, and grand institutions like the White House and Vatican. But it’'s
N"aranjo’s life story that continues to spark hope and inspire audiences of
all ages.

(is_HEALING RIBBONS, ONE STITCH AT A TIME

Sunday, Oct. 4, Theater — 3:15 PM session

Lincoln & Omaha, NE, US, Short Doc. 24 min.

Director: Margaux Towne ( South Dakota PREMIERE
BEST SHORT DOC

"Healing Ribbons, One Stitch at a Time" is a rich and

emotionally charged story, highlighting the strength,

resilience and shared wisdom of urban inter-genera-

tional indigenous women by sharing their transformative journey by
weaving between past traumas and present-day life in their communities.
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= The Nicobar Pigeon 9:41m (Student) | AITA 19:47
All Sessions at The Journey

ﬁTUnIocking the Wisdom of an Ancient

Museum, 222 New YorkSt. | < _BEST FILM Award Winners T Leaf 19:59
: . . Hole in the Wall : The Ultimate Outlaw
FESTIVAL NOTICES Dream Touch Believe 1hr 24:56m Fortress 1hr 09:00m
*NO PHOTOGRAPHS or Discussion
RECORDINGS of the films are

Film SessionC 3:15-5:15PM Film Session F  3:15 - 5:45 PM

permitted in any theater.

* Doors open one half hour before

Rl South Dakota Films Native American Films
screemng-tlme.
* Please silence your watch alarms, Welcome to the BHUC 8:49m Poos 4:35
pagers, and cell phones. etating Ri . .
* Please deposit trash in waste Mount Rushmore: Carved in Stone Healing Ribbons, One Stitch at a Time
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Festival venue. g i
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are enjoying the films. 2025 AUDIENCE CHOICE
Award Presentation . AL et AL Discussion
Pioneer Room, Sat. 5:15 - 6:15 PM

* NOTICE: you may be captured on

video or in still photography at any onA 6:30-9:00F Film Session D  6:30 - 9:00 PM SHORT BREAK 5:45 - 6:00 PM

Festival venue or party forarchival | 30 G102t Nomad Expedition 44:19m 3 Minutos 5:00m % VOTE FOR YOUR
& advertising purposes. e FAVORITE FILM
Catching Pinecones 1hr 13m Zavasta Brothers 21:55m encalchoreauaraibrascntation
Discussion 30m 7<The Snake and The Whale 1hr 6:00 - 6:30 PM
30:00m

“



OFFICIAL SELECTIONS

(i HOLE IN THE WALL - THE ULTIMATE OUTLAW FORTRESS

Sunday, Oct. 4, Theater — 1:00 PM session
Sheridan, Wyoming, US, Feature Doc., 1 hr. 9 min.
Director: Stephen Howard Tucker (_ MIDWEST PREMIERE

Hole-in-the-Wall country is a fifty-mile long red sand-
stone formation that defined the bounds of a utopic
home base for cattle rustlers and popular outlaws in
the late 1800's in Johnson County, Wyoming. Legends
passed down by local families tell the rustic stories about famous char-
acters like Butch Cassidy, The Sundance Kid, and the Hole-in-the-Wall
Gang. A hometown perspective on the Johnson County Cattle War is
revealed, while ancient Native American presence and geological find-
ings further demonstrate the enduring spirit of the American West in
Johnson County.

i_IRELAND AND.THE FIRST NATIONS (EIRE AGUS NA CHEAD.NAISIUIN)
Sunday, Oct. 4, Theater — 3:15 PM session

Ireland, Feature Doc. 1hr. 20 min.

Director: Ronan McCloskey (__MIDWEST PREMIERE
The incredible and untold story of how Irish people in-
teracted with the First Nations of North America with
contributions from some of Ireland’s leading historians

along with a new wave of First Nations academics and
commentators.

o LEAF

Sunday, Oct. 4, Theater — 1:00 PM session

Romania, Short Narrative 20 min.

Director: Horatiu Carpiuc ( South Dakota PREMIERE
A single father’s surprise for his 14-year-old daughter

turns into a tense confrontation when he discovers her
with an older boy, forcing them to confront their bond.

(s MOUNT RUSHMORE: CARVED.IN. STONE

Saturday, Oct. 3, Theater — 3:15 PM session

Harpers Ferry, WV, Mt. Rushmore, SD, US, Short
DOC. 23 min' ' US PREMIERE
Director: John Burshtan

FAMILY FRIENDLY

The story of one of America’s most iconic memorials
told through six interconnected chapters, "Mount

Rushmore: Carved in Stone" explores presidential legacies, Indigenous
perspectives, and the workers who made it possible.

OFFICIAL SELECTIONS

Jia_P0OOS

Sunday, Oct. 4, Theater — 3:15 PM session v S~
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, Short Narrative 5 min. [%%3-‘—\
Director: Celestine Twigg ( South Dakota PREMIERE % : ;’
FAMILY FRIENDLY =N /!«c
Poos is an animated adventure of Thumper the cat ex- \/ 7

ploring her home and elements of Blackfoot culture. Di-
rected by Blackfoot Language teacher Celestine Twigg,
co-written by Celestine Twigg, Troy Emery Twig and Xstine Cook, with
support from Harrison Red Crow and Adrian Stimson. Music by Lance
Tailfeathers. Animated by Tank Standing Buffalo.

(i RUMBLE ON THE PLAINS

Saturday, Oct. 3, Theater — 3:15 PM session
Arvada, Colorado, US, Short Doc. 16 min.

Director: Erin Page ( South Dakota PREMIERE
FAMILY FRIENDLY

Every fall, Custer State Park rumbles with the sound
of nearly a thousand buffalo on the move. The film fol-
lows the annual Custer State Park buffalo roundup
through the eyes of the park staff, cowboys, and community members
who make it happen year after year. The roundup is more than a specta-
cle, it is an act of stewardship and conservation. Through the experi-
ences of the people who bring this event to life, the viewers get a chance
to join the rumble and see something that feels out of time and echos of
the wild west.

i THE GREAT NOMAD_ EXPEDITION
Friday, Oct. 2, Theater — 6:30 PM session
Mongolia, New Zealand, United States, Feature

Documentary 44 min. ( MIDWEST PREMIERE
Director: Kristin Gates
FAMILY FRIENDLY

The Great Nomad Expedition is a celebration of Mon-
golia's nomadic culture. A decade in the making, this
epic journey was dreamed up by legendary New Zealand equestrian
Chloe Phillips-Harris and Mongolian visionaries Tsetsgee Damdin and
Unenburen Uyndenbat. Traversing the country 1,200 kilometers from
the rugged Gobi Desert to the soaring peaks of Khovsgul by camel,
yak, horse, and reindeer, the expedition immerses viewers in ancient
traditions, intimate human stories, and landscapes of staggering
beauty. The Great Nomad Expedition is a cinematic adventure and a
tribute to resilience, freedom, and the timeless wisdom of Mongolia's
nomadic people.




OFFICIAL SELECTIONS

jis_THE NICOBAR PIGEON

Saturday, Oct. 3, Theater — 1:00 PM session
Thailand, Student Film Short Doc. 10 min.

Director: Dr. Alongkot Chukeaw
FAMILY FRIENDLY

A boy passionate about nature and birdwatching
searches for the Nicobar pigeon across the islands of
southern Thailand, but struggles to find this increas-
ingly rare species. His journey leads him back to Koh Si, part of the Sim-
ilan Islands, where he first encountered the bird years ago. He succeeds
in spotting the it and reflects on the teachings of Buddhism regarding
peaceful coexistence with all living beings. Realizing the need to raise
awareness about wildlife conservation, this becomes a significant moti-
vation for him to compile and share his information about the Nicobar pi-
geon with society.

(i THE SNAKE AND THE WHALE
Saturday, Oct. 3, Theater — 6:30 PM session
Ketchum, ID & Los Angeles, CA, US, Feature

Documentary 1 hr. 30 min. ( MIDWEST PREMIERE
Director: John Carlos Frey
BEST FEATURE DOC

Over the past fifty years, four federal dams impounding
the Lower Snake River in Washington State have been
identified as the root cause for the demise of all of Idaho’s anadromous
fish. The film reveals corrupt deals behind the dams' construction and the
subsequent campaigns to hide their role in this ongoing ecological disas-
ter. A group of Killer Whales off the coast of Washing ton, known as the
Southern Resident Orca, rely on Snake River salmon as a primary food
supply and have been profoundly impacted. These majestic creatures are
now atop the Endangered Species list.

uis_UNLOCKING THE WISDOM OF AN ANCIENT CANOE

Saturday, Oct. 3, Theater — 1:00 PM session
Auke Bay, AK, US, Student Film Project 19 min.

Director: Luke Forrester Holton (_ MIDWEST PREMIERE
FAMILY FRIENDLY

BEST STUDENT FILM

The 2011 discovery of a moss-covered dugout canoe,
hundreds of feet up an Alaskan mountainside (miles ’ '
from water), prompts a team of archeologists and culture bearers to
reevaluate government management of Alaska's Tongass National For-
est. While investigating the site, researchers unveil a deeper understand-
ing of traditional Haida canoe construction methods, land loss, and the
relationship between ecological health and human prosperity.

OFFICIAL SELECTIONS

i WELCOME TO.THE BHUC
Saturday, Oct. 3, Theater — 3:15 PM session
Lead, SD, US, Short Doc. 9 min. (  WORLD PREMIERE

Director: Scott H. Thornburg
FAMILY FRIENDLY

Welcome to the BHUC is a short science documentary
about the search for dark matter at the Sanford Under-
ground Research Facility, focusing on the contributions
of researchers from Black Hills State University at the Black Hills Under-
ground Campus.

(s _ZAVASTA BROTHERS
Saturday, Oct. 3, Theater — 6:30 PM session
Milwaukee, WI United States Short Doc. 22 min.

Director: Pep Stojanovic ( South Dakota PREMIERE
FAMILY FRIENDLY

Zastava Brothers is a documentary about the cars of
former Yugoslavia and a group of immigrants now liv-
ing in America who transcend their different back-
grounds to form a bond over their love for those cars. As night falls on
their first ever Sunday drive, they must spring to action when one of the
cars begins to smoke.

REEL SOUTH DAKOTA STORIES

Catching Pinecones — Jan and Herb Conn, pioneering rock climbers and
cave explorers lived for decades in the Black Hills, completed over 200 rock
climbing first ascents, and mapped over 60 miles of Jewel Cave. The majority
of the film takes place and was filmed in South Dakota.

Chasing Tables — The director and crew from Black Hills State University tell
the story of a chef from Sioux Falls.

Ireland and the First Nations — The film opens in Dakota. The third section is
based around the conflict between Irish soldiers in the 7th Cavalry and the
Lakota, finishing at Wounded Knee.

Mount Rushmore: Carved in Stone — A journey through the history of Amer-
ica's most recognized mountain carving, beginning with Indigenous perspec-
tives on the sacred Black Hills and following through historian Doane Robin-
son's initial vision, weaving together diverse voices and viewpoints.

Rumble on the Plains — The Custer State Park Buffalo Roundup.

Welcome to the BHUC — Dark matter research at the Sanford Underground
Research Facility in Lead, and the contributions from researchers at Black
Hills State University in Spearfish, SD.
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CRAZYHORSEMEMORIAL.ORG
Featuring films exploring the cultural heritage of Indigenous Peoples
Part of the annual Native American Tourism Summit hosted by Crazy Horse Memorial®
and presented by the Black Hills Film Festival and the Custer Area Arts Council

"Promoting the Value of Art in Custer, SD”
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